
visitor + neighborhood

observation

what are the big picture

phenomena at this site?

getting up close 

and biological

synthesizing and

connecting

prototypes and testing

mainly adults, children

in strollers. currently,

there is no destination,

so everyone is passing

through. this may change

once there are more

residents and a new

“fisherman’s wharf” nearby.

few people look at the 

surface of the water.

Group tendencies are to

sit near the water when 

only 1-2, larger groups 

sit closer to the street.

for the public, this will

be a blank, open space.

think of it as a massive

planter over the water.

top image: site sizing

comparison with existing 

exploratorium footprint

helped the team to grasp

the scale of the site

Below: prevailing wind

and solar path diagrams

there is considerable

current and wind break

provided by buildings,

bay bridge and piers.

needed to understand

what’s going on under

the pier, and what

happens to the pilings

over time. rented a

kayak to investigate.

diurnal tides mean that

the water’s surface can 

be 18 feet away from

head height twice a

day. this makes

it difficult to see

what’s going on 

in the water.

addressed the 

question: “how

can we help people

notice and interact

with the water?”

also concerned with 

creating exhibits which 

would offer something 

for repeat visitors 

[locals].

built and installed

prototypes for informal

visitor evaluation and/or

team review. allowed

people to connect with

the water- providing

a greater awareness

of bay phenomena, and

their new neighborhood.

CASE STUDY: BRANNAN STREET WHARF
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The Port of San Francisco is going to build a park just south of the Bay Bridge at the Brannan Street Wharf, adjacent to a new apartment complex and another “Fisherman’s 

Wharf” styled pier. For a period of time, the Outdoor Exploratorium team investigated partnering with the Port to develop exhibits at the site. This is an overview of my process.
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